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As you celebrate Christ’s
resurrection what comes to your mind? For me
what comes to mind is the power that raised
Him from the dead is the same power in us that
can transform our lives! This is based on
Ephesians 1:19, 20: and what is the surpassing
greatness of His power toward us who believe.
These are in accordance with the working of the
strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

Where can we see God’s power at work? The power is seen in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
In addition to raising Him from the dead, Christ also ascended to heaven and sat down in the
place of authority at God’s right hand. Consequently, He is also Sovereign (Acts 2:25-36). No
authority or power, human or the spirit world, is greater than that of Jesus Christ, the exalted Son
of God.

How can one experience Christ’s resurrection power for life transformation? After my
mentor Dick’s repeated encouragement to Sun Koo and me we decided to take a month of
sabbatical. It began with a time of contemplation. Contemplation is a time set aside to wait on
the Lord to listen to Him more clearly through His Word, songs, and His Spirit. At first, I was
fearful as to what God wants to say to me. But after half of a day into it the Lord guided me to
review the different stages of my life. For me the best way to describe this experience is like
being led by a master painter to a gallery displaying his paintings showing my life in various
stages. He pointed out to me the various people and circumstances that were part of my life
journey. As I began to realize this I began to appreciate once again my parents, siblings,
schoolteachers and staff, supervisors at work, mentors, my wife, and son who were all appointed
by Him. They were there to help shape my character, learn how to relate to people and to follow
the path of life that He has planned out for me. He also showed me how He used difficult life
circumstances to humble me and to prompt me to share my fears, shame, and regrets. As He
reminds me of this, I understood that all along He knows perfectly what was going on in my life.
Not only this He was profoundly involving people and circumstances to influence me to become
the person He designs me to be. Having come to this realization it powerfully assures me of His
love for me. This allows me to be restored to His love. Going into the sabbatical I had a felt this
need. Having served the Lord for the past forty years I have a deep sense of needing to be
restored and to be renewed by His love. Please don’t misunderstand me it’s not that I am running
dry because I have neglected to feed my soul on His Word, pray or taking time to rest from
serving people. I was simply desperate to be renewed and healed by God’s love. So, what did |
do after I got renewed and restored by God’s love? I reestablished my identity as a beloved child
of God and not based on what I do, what my title is or what I own. In addition, my love for
people was rekindled. How did I know this? During the sabbatical the Lord began to bring to my
mind the people that I have neglected to cherish and to be thankful for due to my selfishness.
They include those who have invested their lives in me. In response, I have started to go to them
and to apologize for not appreciating them and spending time with them. For those who have
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gone to be with the Lord I am reminded of their acts of kindness and encouraging words. This
has prompted me to emulate them as an expression of my gratitude towards them. Furthermore,
as [ serve people during and after the sabbatical, I can sense that the Lord allowed me to touch
them with His love. Can you see how a fresh appreciation of how the Lord knows me best has
resulted in sharing the love He has for me with others! Johnny and Sun Koo To
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